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Ethiopian Diaspora Trust Fund Forms Board
of Directors
On May 20, 2019, the office
of Prime Minister Dr. Abiy
Ahmed announced the formation of the Board of Directors of the Ethiopian
Diaspora
Trust
Fund
(EDTF). The EDTF Board is
the governance body
which will provide overall
leadership and set the strategic direction, policy,
oversight and accountability of the EDTF. It will review and approve EDTF
financed projects that are
identified and vetted by the
EDTF Secretariat.

Prof. Alemayehu added, “It
is important to understand
that the Advisory Council’s
role is to mobilize the global Ethiopian Disapora and
raise contributions for
EDTF. The Board of Directors in Ethiopia oversee
and ensure the finds raised
are properly administered
with maximum accountability and transparency. However, the Council and the
Board will work closely to
ensure successful outcomes in all EDTF projects.”

The Board had its first official meeting in May 31,
2019 and elected Mr. Zafu
Eyesuswork Zafu as chair
and Dr. Mehret Mandefro
as Vice Chair.

The Board has 11 members
including five representing
the global Ethiopian Diaspora, three representing
civil society, one each representing wom- en, youth
and the general public.

Professor Alemayehu G.
Mariam, chairperson of the
Ethiopian Diaspora Trust
Fund Advisory Council,
stated,
“It gives me great pleasure
to see the establishment of
the
Ethiopian Diaspora
Trust Fund Board of Directors in Ethiopia. On behalf
of the EDTF Advisory
Council, I would like to
thank H.E. Dr. Abiy Ahmed
for his support and encouragement.
I also wish to thank my fellow AC members and our
volunteers for their time
and contributions. We are
making history with $1 a
day.”

EDTF members of the
Board of Directors include:
Ms. Sirgut Yadeta, Editorial
Lead, Lloyds Bank Group,
London, U.K., representing
diaspora Ethiopians in Europe.
Dr. Mehret Mandefro,
Founder and President,
Truth Aid and Executive
Producer, Director of Social
Impact, Kana Television,
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
representing diaspora Ethiopians in North America.
Mr. Chernet Debele,
Founder and General Manager, Kia Travel & Business
LLC, Maryland, USA, repre-

senting diaspora Ethiopians in North America.
Mr. Yohannes Asefa, Director, Agriculture & Agribusiness, USAID East Africa
Trade and Investment Hub,
Nairobi, Kenya, representing Ethiopian diaspora in
Africa.
Dr. Abdulwehab Ibrahim,
Assistant Professor, Faculty
of Engineering, Technology and Science, Abu Dhabi,
UAE, representing diaspora in the Middle East.
Sister Zebider Zewdie,
Founder and Executive
Director of Mary Joy Ethiopia, representing women.
The representative of Youth
to be reviewed and appointed by the Board;
Mr. Zafu EyesusWork Zafu,
Chairman of the Board of
Directors of United Bank,
representing the Ethiopian
public.
Representatives of the Ethiopian Government include:
Mrs. Selamawit Dawit, Director General, Ethiopian
Diaspora Agency.
Mrs. Hirut Zemene, State
Minister,
Ministry
of
Foreign Affairs.
Ms. Bilen Mamo, Advisor,
Ministry of Finance and
Economic Cooperation.

Key EDTF Figures as of May 20, 2019

This story can fit 100-150
words.
The subject matter that
appears in newsletters is
virtually endless. You can
include stories that focus
on current technologies or
innovations in your field.
You may also want to note
business or economic
trends, or make predic-

Page 2

Monthly E-Newsletter

EDTF Secretariat visits Oromia, Somali and Amahara
Regions for community engagement and input
Over the past month, the
EDTF secretariat traveled
to Oromia, Somali and Amhara regions and met with
regional government representatives, leaders of
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs’) and community groups to share
EDTF objectives and get
input on local top priority
needs.

Working Together
for a
Better Ethiopia

This consultation tour also
aimed to align EDTF
engagement with regional
priorities and avoid duplication of efforts.
The consultations resulted
in the identification of several shared top priorities
which will guide EDTF’s
project appraisal and
financing.
The Bureaus have appreciated the support of The
Diasporas and affirmed
their commitment to work
together.
NGO participants included
Amhara
Development
Association, Christian Aid,
Consortium of Christian
Relief and Development
Association
(CCRDA),
Hope and Destiny for children and the aging along
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EDTF Meetings with
different stakeholders

with other the civil society
organizations.
Areas such as education ,
health, water and youth
unemployment were the
major problems which
were given prominent
place in this regional conversation.

Additional consultation visit
are scheduled for other
regions.
EDTF will announce its
“Call for Project Proposal”
for the first phase once it
completes its consultation
process.
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EDTF Diagnostic Workshop Held
The EDTF Secretariat organized the first participatory
diagnostic workshop in
Addis Ababa on May 29th
and 30th 2019.

the Executive Director of
Ethiopian Diaspora Trust
Fund Secretariat, Mr. Fikre
Zewdie, with the aim of
introducing and aligning
EDTF’s development objectives with priorities of
national, regional and local
stakeholders and implementing partners.
United Nations Development Program representative, Ato Shimels Assefa,
Team Leader Governance
and Capacity Development
made a key note remark.
Wz. Hanna Atnafu, Communications Specialist and Wz.
Tsigereda Tafesse,
Program Design Specialist
have presented and discussed with the participants on the planned strategies on communications
and Project Selection Criteria.

Dr.
Bi s ra t
A k lil u,
Member of the Advisory
Council and Treasurer,
EDTF

workshop.
The workshop was concluded with substantive
recommendations on how
to strengthen EDTF and
maximize its impact. Relevant inputs were also gathered from participants to
enrich the proposed Project Selection Criteria and
Communications Strategy.
All the recommendations
and the outcome of the
workshop will be summarized and presented to the
newly established Board of
Directors on the next Board
meeting .

Ato Shimels Assefa, Governance &
Capacity Development Team Leader,
UNDP

High level partakers from
the Ethiopian Diaspora
Agency, Civil Society Organizations, Regional Institutions, Non-State Actors,
Non-Governmental Organizations, Academia, Federal
Institutions, and Media
have participated in the

The Diagnostic Workshop
was an important milestone
in introducing EDTF and
aligning its program objectives with regional and national priorities and pressing problems that are affecting the poor and disadvantaged people in Ethiopia.
The workshop was led by
Dr. Bisrat Aklilu, Member
of the Advisory Council
and Treasurer of EDTF and
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Professor Alemayehu G. Mariam recognized by the
California State University, San Bernardino College of
Social and Behavioral Sciences “Hall of Fame”.
Prof Alemayehu G. Mariam,
Chairman of EDTF and Professor Emeritus at California State University, San
Five
individuals
who
Bernardino
was inducted
in
the “Hall
Fame” of the
have
madeofsubstantial
College of Social
and Becontributions
to their
havioral
Sciences.
respective professions,

Induction into the
“Hall of Fame” is a
special honor
which recognizes
individuals who
have “made
substantial
contributions not
only to their
respective
professions but
also to the greater
community
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the greater community,
and California State UniProf. Alemayehu graduated
versity,
San Bernardino
from Augusta University in
have
been
selected as
1974 with a B.A. in political
inductees
into
the
science. He received
is
CSUSB
College
Social
M.A. and Ph.D.of degrees
and
Sciencesof
fromBehavioral
the University
Northern
Iowa (1976) and
Hall
of Fame.
University of Minnesota
(1984) respectively. He received his J.D. from the
University of Maryland
School of Law in 1988.

Prof. Alemayehu joined the
CSUSB faculty in 1989 and
taught a variety of courses
including constitutional law,
civil liberties, civil rights,
judicial process, legisla- tive
process, public poli- cy and
African politics. He served as
executive assis- tant to the
late CSUSB president Al Karnig and was responsible for
feder- al relations, legislative advocacy, community
engagement and commercialization of technology. He
is a member of the California, District of Columbia and
United States Supreme Court
bars. In 1998, he argued
People v. Peevy in the California Supreme Court. The
Peevy case is often cited
alongside Miranda v. Arizona (Miranda rights), condemning the policy of intentional, deliberate, widespread, systematic police
misconduct” designed to
violate a suspect’s right
against self- incrimination.

Prof. Al G. Mariam
The Chairman of the EDTF Advisory Council

Prof. Alemayehu is regarded as the foremost Ethiopian human rights advocate
in the Ethiopian diaspora.
He was a leading advocate
in the passage of H.R. 2003
(Ethiopia Democracy and
Accountability Act) in 2007.
He has given interviews on
Voice of America, Al
Jazeera and other media
outlets. He has written
more than 1,000 weekly
blogs of substantial length
on human rights in Ethiopia
and Africa for more than 13
years with- out missing a
single week. He has his
own blog page on the Huffington Post and is a regular
contributor to The Hill, an
online service Congress.

development projects in
Ethiopia. In the same year,
he was also selected as
“Alumni of Notable Achievement” by the College of Liberal Arts at the University of
Minnesota.
To listen/read the full speech
h
t
t
p
:
/
/
almaram.com/2019/04/28/
saving-africa-from-globaltribalism-my-hall-of-fameinduction-speech/

In 2018, Prof. Alemayehu
was selected to chair the
Ethiopian Diaspora Trust
Fund by H.E. Prime Minster
Dr. Abiy Ahmed; and over
the past 7 months the Fund
has collected donations of
over $4 million for various
Monthly E-Newsletter

Brookings Institution Appoints Professor
Lemma Senbet to Africa Board
Professor Lemma Senbet,
William E. Mayer Chair
Professor of Finance at the
Smith School of the University of Maryland, College
Park and Director of the
Center for Financial Policy
has Mary
Land Robert H. Smith
School of Business and a
member fo the EDTF Advisory Council has been appointed to the Distinguished Advisory Board of
the Africa Growth Initiative
at the Brookings Institution
in Washington, DC.
“You join a panel of select,
high-level policymakers,
academics and practitioners on African socio- economic development
issues,” Africa Growth Initiative director Brahima S.
Coulibaly wrote in a March
7, 2019, letter to Prof. Lemma.
The Brookings advisory
board provides guidance
to the Africa Growth Initiative on key issues facing
Africa.
Senbet, the William E. Mayer Chair Professor of Finance at Maryland Smith,
also serves on the advisory
council of the Ethiopian
Diaspora Trust Fund.
He finished a five-year
term as executive director
and CEO of the African
Economic Research Consortium in summer 2018.
The nonprofit organization
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EDTF Advisory Council
Prof. Lemma W. Senbet
“You join a panel of
select, high-level
is the largest and oldest economic research and training
network in Africa. During his African tenure, Senbet visited and led missions to 25 countries.

policymakers,
academics and

The Robert H. Smith School of Business is an internationally recognized leader in management education and
research.

practitioners on

The Brookings Institution is a nonprofit public policy
organization based in Washington, DC. Our mission is
to conduct in-depth research that leads to new ideas for
solving problems facing society at the local, national and
global level.

economic

African sociodevelopment issues,”

https://www.rhsmith.um d.edu/news/brooking s institution-appoints-lemma-senbet-africa-board
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Dr. Menna Demissie chaired SEED Annual
Award Dinner, Celebrating Women
The Advisory member and Secretary, Dr. Menna Demessie
chaired SEED 2019 Annual
Award on May 26, 2019.

est Ethiopian diaspora youth organizations in the
United States promoting academic excellence,
community service, and cultural heritage . She
received her joint PhD in public policy and political science from the University of Michigan and
received the CongresSociety of Ethiopians Estabsional Research Award
lished in Diaspora (SEED) is a
from the Dirksen ConNot-for-profit organization to
gressional Center. Dr.
educate the American and
Demessie conducted the
Western public, including the
first and only empirical
Ethiopians established in Diasand qualitative study of
pora, that Ethiopia is an ancient
the influence of African
country with rich traditions,
congressional caucuses
history with abundant and unin the U.S. House of Reptapped natural and human reresentatives and its influAdvisory Council and Secretary, ence on U.S. African forsources.
Dr. Menna Demessie
eign policy. She is an
Dr. Menna Demessie is the Vice
adjunct professor at the
President of Policy Analysis and
University
of
California
Washington
Center, alumResearch at the Congressional
ni
board
member
on
the
Gerald
R.
Ford
School of
Black Caucus Foundation, Inc.
Public
Policy
at
the
University
of
Michigan,
serves
(CBCF) where she leads reon
the
Board
of
Visitors
at
Western
Reserve
Acadsearch and policy initiatives that
emy, and is an advisor on the Congressional Felaffect African Americans and
lowship Program Advisory Committee for the
people of African descent. She is
American Political Science Association. Dr. Dethe founder and co-managing
messie enjoys performing the spoken word, comeditor of CBCF’s Journal of the
edy, playing piano and basketball.
Center for Policy Analysis and
Research.

She worked on democratic governance and gender equality in
Benin, Ethiopia, Kenya, Liberia,
Nigeria and received the 2016
DC Mayor’s Award for Community Advocacy Award for lobbying for the interests of African
communities in Washington D.C.

Over the last 21 years SEED have honored about
200 individuals and, a great number of high
school and college graduates have received medals and trophies.

She is the chair of the Society of
Ethiopians Established in the
Diaspora (SEED), one of the old-
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Global Alliance for Ethiopia donated 37.7
million birr to support Gedeo IDPs
Founded by Ethiopians in the
diaspora, the Global Alliance for
the Rights of Ethiopians (GARE) –
a US-based Ethiopian rights
group – has signed an agreement with World Vision to launch
an over 37.7 million birr worth
project, which aims at rehabilitating and repatriating millions
of Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) in various parts of Ethiopia.

“Ethiopia had the
highest figure, with
2.9 million new
displacements,”

Led by the renowned activist
and artiste, Tamagn Beyene, the
Alliance announced its latest
donation of some 37 million birr
in an event held at the newlyinaugurated Skyline Hotel on
Wednesday in the presence of
the leaders of the two organizations.

leader in IDP’s driven out of their place of residence due to conflicts across the country.
The country has close to three million people displaced by violent conflicts according to the latest
results from the Global Report on Internal Displacement, GRID. It is jointly published by the
Internal Displacement Monitoring Center, IDMC,
and the Norwegian Refugee Council, NRC.
The report released last week read in part:
“Ethiopia had the highest figure, with 2.9 million
new displacements,” a considerable increase that
influenced global trends.

Source: https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/
article/two-organizations-sign-377-mln-birrmou-rehabilitate-repatriate-idps

On the occasion, it was said that
the latest donation is intended
for IDPs returnees in Gedio-Guji
and Gondar zones. Out of the
37.7 million, 34.4 million birr
would be allocated to provide
assistance to IDPs in Gedeo-Guji
zone while 3.3 million birr is allocated to the IDP’s in Gonder
Zone, Amhara Regional State.
According to the officials of the
two signatory parties, the MoU
mainly focuses on identifying
common priorities including
provision of shelter, livelihood,
peace building and non-food
item assistances.
Accordingly, GARE submitted a
novelty endowment check for
donation to World Vision Ethiopia National Director, Edward
Brown, to rehabilitate IDP’s in
Gedeo-Guji Zone and to the Representative of Fundraising Committee for IDPs in Amhara Regional State, Getnet Alemu.
Ethiopia maintained an unenviable record of being the global
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THE ETHIOPIAN DIASPORA TRUST FUND SECRETARIAT
HAS STARTED OPERATIONS
The Ethiopian Diaspora
Trust Fund (EDTF), is a signature initiative of H.E.
Prime Minister Dr. Abiy
Ahmed,
which
was
launched in August 2018
with the appointment of the
EDTF Advisory Council
(AC). The EDTF Secretariat,
which is headed by an Executive Director and initially includes a Program Design Specialist and a Communication Specialist has
officially started operations
in Addis Ababa. The Secretariat, will be responsible
for the daily administration
and management of EDTF,
implementation of policies
of the Board, development
of criteria and standards for
project selection and funding, reviewing and vetting
projects and EDTF Implementing Organizations that
will be submitted to the
Board for approval, monitor and report on the implementation of approved
projects, public engagement and media relations
on behalf of EDTF and
identifying potential funding sources, among others.
The Chairman of the Advisory Council, Professor
Alemayehu G. Mariam remarked, “We recently
made final selection of the
secretariat staff after a rigorous recruitment process
conducted jointly by EDTF
Advisory Council and UNDP.
I sincerely appreciate UNDP
for the generous and sub-
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stantial two-years support
for the EDTF Secretariat. I
would like to take this opportunity to affirm to all the
Ethiopian Diasporas that
one hundred percent of all
donations will be used to
finance projects. No money
from individual Diaspora
contribution will be used for
the secretariats administrative, management or related
purposes, which is very unusual for operation of any
nonprofit organization.” It is
to be recalled that the
Friends of the EDTF Inc.
was established in the United States as an independent non-profit organization
with the mission of directly
engaging the global Ethiopian Diaspora from all
walks of life to improv the
lives of disadvantaged Ethiopians through innovative
and impactful projects.
www.ethiopiatrustfund.org
/about-us/secretariat/

“I would like to take
this opportunity to
affirm to all the
Ethiopian Diasporas
that one hundred
percent of all
donations will be
used to finance
projects”.
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The EDTF Secretariat
The EDTF Secretariat is funded through the generous and substantial two-year grant of the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP). The Secretariat is responsible for the daily
administration and management of EDTF, implementation of policies of the Board,
development of criteria and standards for project selection and funding, reviewing and
vetting Implementing Organizations. It will also monitor and report on the implementation of
approved projects, public engagement and media relations on behalf of EDTF and identifying
potential funding sources, among others.

Fikre Zewdie Degaga
Fikre Zewdie, has held senior leadership and management positions. His areas of expertise include strategic planning, leading
multi-sectoral development
programs consisting of
food security, rural water
supply, education, health,
HIV/AIDS and management
of humanitarian interventions in areas affected by
drought, flood or political
crisis induced displacements. He has led largescale country programs in
Ethiopia and Pakistan as
Country Director for ActionAid International and in
six Southern African countries as Regional Director
for Oxfam Great Britain.
Since 2014, he was the
Country Director for Digital
Opportunity Trust, a Canadian international NGO,
implementing a multimillion project, financed by
Canadian government, to
develop youths’ leadership
and entrepreneurial skills
and increase their participation in Ethiopia’s social
and economic development. Fikre helped to establish the project from
scratch and thousands of
young men and women
Ethiopians to become micro and small enterprise
leaders, creating more jobs

and employment opportunities for their peers. He is
passionate about good
governance, accountability
and transparency and has
been active civil society
advocate for human rights
and pro-poor policies in
development policy and
planning.
He has MSc. Degree in Development Studies from
London School of Economics and Political Sciences

and trainings in human
rights, good governance,
strategic planning and effective leadership from
various universities such as
Oxford University and University of Pretoria. Fikre
also served as member of
the Executive Board for
Poverty Action Network
Ethiopia (PANE) and Consortium of Christian Relief
and Development Associations.

Fikre Zewdie Degaga
Executive Director
Fikre.z@ethiopiantrustfund.org

Hanna Atnafu
Communication Specialist

Hanna Atnafu is an enthusiastic corporate communicator with extensive leadership experience. She has
over two decades of proficiency in Corporate Communications, Public Relations & Publications, Human Recourse Management, Ethiopian Aviation
Academy and the Ethiopian
Customer Services.
Mrs. Atnafu’s deep intuition
of Women Empowerment
led her to come up with the
acclaimed concept and
implementation of the “all
women functioned Ethiopian Airlines (ET) flight’’. She
led the flight to Bangkok,
Thailand on November 19,
2015. Prominent and respected female Ethiopian
public figures including the
Former First Lady of Ethiopia and Senior Female Executives of Ethiopian Airlines were onboard the
flight to grace the pioneering historical flight that
aimed to reflect the empowerment of women in
the continent.

where she helped raise the
concerns of female employees. She has also planted the first seed of the
“New Year’s Donation” for
the deprived ones in different schools and NGO’s by
mobilizing the entire employees of ET which has
now become an annual ET
tradition.
Beyond her service in various positions at ET, her
leadership skills were
sought after by many which
resulted in her work as
General Manager and
Board member of different
philanthropic activities.

Mrs. Atnafu was the recipient of African Travel 100
Women Award 2017, for
her contribution to the tourism sector in Africa. After
her BA degree in Organizational Management, she
pursued her first Masters in
Transformational Leadership and Change (MTLC)
and her second Masters of
Science (MSc) in Project
Planning and Management.

She managed the office of
Employee Engagement,
Gender Mainstreaming,
Internal Communication
and Corporate Culture,

Hanna Atnafu Makonnen
Communication Specialist
Hanna.a@ethiopiatrustfund.org

Tsigereda Tafesse Mulugeta
Program Design Specialist
Tsigereda Tafesse is a governance and management
professional with strong
track-record of engagement in public sector capacity building, decentralization and governance,
urban management and
service delivery. Her experience encompasses program/project planning and
management, setting up
monitoring plans and instruments for development
projects as well as designing and implementing communication strategies.
She managed national media and socioeconomic
surveys in six African counties including Ethiopia.
Serving as a senior policy
advisor and knowledge
management expert for
GIZ, Tsigereda supported
federal and regional reforms to strengthen local
urban governance and to
improve service delivery
for citizens. She also headed the establishment of the
Ethiopian Cities Association and initiated and led
the organization of the annual ‘Ethiopian Cities Day’
which is now owned and
sustained by the Ethiopian
government
as
the
‘Ethiopian Cities’ Forum’.

Consulting for New York
University (NYU), Tsigereda
coordinated the Ethiopia
Urban Expansion Initiative
advising 18 Ethiopian cities
in preparing their long-term
expansion plans that promote inclusive and sustainable urban growth imbedded with a self-financing
urban land supply system.

Tsigereda served as the
program and communication advisor of the former
First Lady of Ethiopia, H.E.
Roman Tesfaye; where she
supported the social and
economic development
initiatives of the First Lady.

Tsigereda Tafesse Mulugeta
Programme Design Specialist
Tsigereda.t@ethiopiantrustfund.org

Everything you wanted to know about
EDTF but were afraid to ask!

EDTF is a completely
independent nongovernmental, nonprofit, non political
entity operating
under its own By
Law, and
independent Board
of Directors,
independent
Secretariat
(administration) and
independent
Advisory Council.

In July 2018, H.E. Prime
Minster Dr. Abiy Ahmed
issued a call to the global
Ethiopian Diaspora to take
USD$1 from their daily
cofee budget and donate it
to the EDTF. The aim of the
call was to create a focal
point of collaboration in the
global Ethiopian Diaspora
and harness the vast resources of Diaspora Ethiopians for a common purpose.

Therefore, EDTF is a completely independent nongovernmental, non-profit,
non political entity operating under its own By Law,
and independent Board of
Directors, independent
Secretariat (administration)
and independent Advisory
Council.

In August, he appointed an
Advisory Council (AC) to
coordinate a public awareness and fund raising campaign. PM Abiy has publicly stated on a number of
occasions that the Ethiopian Government will have
no role in the financial or
administrative aspects of
EDTF and that EDTF will
operate as an independent
entity.

For a detailed discussion of EDTF, see:
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/03/Everything-You-Wanted-to-Know-About-EDTFBut-Were-Afraid-to-Ask.-Part-1.pdf
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Nearly 36 million children in Ethiopia are poor and lack
access to basic social services, a new report reveals
An estimated 36 million of a
total population of 41 million children under the age
of 18 in Ethiopia are multidimensionally poor, meaning they are deprived of
basic goods and services in
at least three dimensions,
says a new report released
today by the Central Statistical Agency and UNICEF.
Titled “Multi-dimensional
Child Deprivation in Ethiopia - First National Estimates,” the report studied
child poverty in nine dimensions – development/
stunting, nutrition, health,
water, sanitation, and housing. Other dimensions included education, health
related knowledge, and
information and participation. "We need to frequently measure the rates of
child poverty as part of the
general poverty measures
and use different approaches for measuring poverty.
This requires all stakeholders from government, international development partners and academic institutions to work together to
measure, design policies
and programs to reduce
child poverty in Ethiopia,’’
said Mr. Biratu Yigezu, Di-
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rector General of Central
Statistical Agency.
The report adapted the
global Multi-Dimensional
Overlapping Deprivation
Analysis (MODA) methodology and used information
available from national
data sets such as the Ethiopian Demographic and
Health Surveys of 2011 and
2016. MODA has been
widely used by 32 countries in Africa to analyze
child well-being. The methodology defines multidimensional child poverty
as non-fulfilment of basic
rights contained in the UN
Convention on the Rights of
the Child and concludes
that a child is poor if he or
she is deprived in three to
six age-specific dimensions. The report’s findings
have
been validated
through an extensive consultative process involving
the Ministry of Women,
Children and Youth, National Planning Commission, the Ministry of Labor
and Social Affairs together
with the Economic Policy
Research Institute, among
others.

“Children in Ethiopia are
more likely to experience
poverty than adults, with
distressing and lifelong
effects which cannot easily
be reversed,” said Gillian
Mellsop, UNICEF Representative in Ethiopia.
“Ethiopia’s future economic prosperity and social
development, and its aspirations for middle income
status, depend heavily on
continued investments in
children’s physical, cognitive and social development.”
https://www.unicef.org/
ethiopia/press-releases/
nearly-36-million-childrenethiopia-are-poor-and-lack
-access-basic-socialservices

An estimated 36
million of a total
population of 41
million children
under the age of 18
in Ethiopia are
multi-dimensionally
poor
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Make a Pledge
Make a Donation on EDTF web
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/donations/pledge/
Bank Wire
Bank Name: CITIBANK, N.A.
SWIFT Code: CITI US 33
Account Title: Friends of EDTF Inc.
Routing Number: 254070116
Account Number: 9250704811
Address: 1218 Connecticut Ave, NW, Washington DC. 20036
Go Fund Me
https://www.gofundme.com/ethiopiatrustfund

Become a Volunteer
Friends of EDTF inc

We are looking for volunteers to help in many areas
including: coordination of
Country or State donors,
promoting the Ethiopian
Diaspora Trust Fund and
website, recruiting other
volunteers and handling
correspondence with donors.

We also seek volunteer
assistance with the following responsibilities:
Event Planning
PR Marketing & Communications
Policy Planning
Web site Management
Creation of International
Organization Registry Data-

base
Stakeholder Engagement
Process Transparency &
Oversight
Fundraising & Diversifying
Sponsorship
Administrative Tasks

https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/become-a-volunteer/

Open a Chapter
Please fill out the form to
apply to open a Chapter
and review and agree to
the Chapter Coordinators’
responsibilities (hyperlink
below). Once approved,
you will have access to our
online resources and tools
to make it easier to mobilize your group members
and assist to raise funds for
the EDTF.

While there is no-one-size
fit all configuration of an
EDTF Chapter, as each
Chapter needs to reflect
the specific situation and
needs of Ethiopian Diaspora in different cities or
countries, an EDTF Chapter
represents a defined group
of Ethiopian Diaspora belonging a specific religious, professional, civic,

social, city or country.
EDTF Chapters are the link
between Ethiopian Diaspora groups and the EDTF
Advisory Council.

https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/open-a-chapter/roles-of-edtf-chapterPage 15
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About EDTF
The call to donate a dollara-day by all Ethiopian Diasporas came from the Prime
Minister of Ethiopia, H.E.
Dr. Abiy Ahmed, on July
08, 2019. This was followed
by his appointment of the
Ethiopian Diaspora Trust
Fund (EDTF) Advisory
Council (AC). The purpose
of the AC is to function as a
structured link between the
EDTF and the diaspora
community for a united
dynamism against poverty

The United Nations
Development
Program (UNDP)
has given EDTF a
two-year grant to
fund the cost of the
EDTF Secretariat in
Addis Ababa. The
UNDP grant is an
affirmation of the
long-term success
of EDTF.
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EDTF is a non-profit organization established with the
goal of achieving a resilient
solution for Ethiopia’s disadvantaged groups and
communities and contribute towards the legitimate
aspirations of all Ethiopians, irrespective of ethnicity, religion, language, region, gender, political
views or any other factors.
EDTF neither advances nor
promotes any partisan political agenda and is solely
focused on its mission of
raising awareness and
funds to finance and assist
poor and disadvantaged
people of Ethiopia. The
Fund aims to finance projects that meet critical and
selected needs based on
their potential to make the
highest positive impact on
groups and communities in
Ethiopia in such areas as
health, education, water,
sanitation facilities and rehabilitation of persons with
disability, agricultural development, technology,
women
empowerment,
youth, financial inclusion,
small scale entrepreneur-

ship and other income and
employment generating
projects.
Responding to the PM Dr.
Abiy Ahmed’s call for action and in support of his
message of love, forgiveness, reconciliation,
unity and peace, the Ethiopian Diaspora has enthusiastically accepted his challenge and, the EDTF has
continued to grow with
donations made through
the website wire transfers,
bank deposits to the EDTF
Citibank and Commercial
Bank of Ethiopia EDTF Accounts, PayPal and GoFundMe totaling USD 4 million from about 21,000 donors in 77 countries since
22nd October 2018. The
Trust Fund highly appreciates not only the contribution of financial resources
but also the time and intellectual expertise being
provided by the Diaspora.

EDTF is neutral with respect to political views,
opinions or orientations.
EDTF neither advances nor
promotes any political
agenda. EDTF is keenly
focused on its mission of
raising awareness and
funds to support and finance
critical
socioeconomic projects in Ethiopia. EDTF fully respects the
rights of free expression of
its members, donors and
Ethiopians at large.

EDTF presently is establishing different EDTF
Chapters globally. As these
Chapters are entirely volunteer-based initiative, it is
the free will of all Ethiopian
Diasporas to join one of the
chapters in their locality or
open an EDTF Chapter per
the guiding principle of the
EDTF.
The United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
has given EDTF a two-year
grant to fund the cost of the
EDTF Secretariat in Addis
Ababa. The UNDP grant is
an affirmation of the longterm success of EDTF.
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