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EDTF has received more than 300 project 
proposals, exceeding the expectation by 
6 fold. The more you donate, the more 
projects EDTF can fund.

Ethiopian Diaspora Trust 
Fund receives 501 (c) (3) Tax 
Exempt Status from IRS.

EDTF has to date received about 152 million Birr (US$ 5 million) while the 300 proposals received require 
much more to fund, EDTF humbly requests Ethiopian Diaspora, Ethiopians nationals, Friends of EDTF, 
companies, foundations and Ethiopia’s development partners to donate to the EDTF to enable it fund as 
many of the vetted proposals as possible.  

The Ethiopian Diaspora Trust Fund is proud to 
announce it is now officially a Not for  Profit Charity 
Organization with tax-exempt nonprofit organization 
under Section 501(c)(3) effective September 27, 
2018. EDTF officially began collecting donations 
on October 22, 2018.

All donations that have been made to date and 
all future donations to the EDTF are fully tax-
deductible.

As a tax-exempt organization, EDTF is now 
eligible to apply for government, and foundation 
and other grants, which will further broaden its 
access to resources and strengthen its ability to 
help address critical needs in  Ethiopia. As some 
US corporations match employee donations 
to tax exempt  organizations, EDTF donors are 
encouraged to contact their companies and seek 
matching contributions.

“Obtaining 501(c)(3) status was a challenge, but 
through the determined efforts of our Advisory 
Council members we were able to succeed,” 
remarked Chairperson of the EDTF Advisory 
Council, Professor Alemayehu (Al) G. Mariam. “This 
opens many doors for us to expand fundraising 
activities, broaden access to resources, and 
fully realize our goals of helping to meet the 
needs of our people back home.” 

To date, EDTF has collected more than $USD 5 
million in donations from donors in 77 countries. 
The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
has given EDTF a two-year grant to fund the cost of 
the EDTF Secretariat in Addis Ababa. One hundred 
percent of all donations are committed to projects, 
and no donations are used for administration or 
related purposes.

On July 25, 2019, EDTF announced the launch 
of its first round of ‘Call for Project Proposals’.  
Non-government organizations, civil society 
organizations, the private sector, government 
organizations and other institutions that meet the 
eligibility criteria are invited to submit proposals 
for funding consideration.
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Global Chapter Support Team Webinars Congratulations to the Advisory Council 
Members of EDTF

The Global Chapter support team has carried out 
two webinars; one for chapters in North America 
and another for those outside of North America. 
The objectives of the webinars were to explain 
the contents of the Chapter Handbook and get 
their  feedback, exchange experiences between    
chapters and to encourage chapters to organize 
events to celebrate the one-year anniversary 
of EDTF. The Webinar was coordinated by Dr. 
Seifu Bekele from Melbourne, Australia and four 
panelists; Mr. Robsan Itana from the Advisory 
Council, and Mr. Dagne Assefa, Mr. Tibebu 
Senbetta, and Mr. Robel Gibbe from the Global 
Chapter Support Team.

The first webinar for chapters in North America was 
conducted on September 15, 2019. There were 45 
chapter coordinators from both the United States 
and Canada who participated in the webinar. 
Whilst the webinar was scheduled for a period 
of one hour, due to the useful discussion that 
was generated, it continued with all participants 
present for an additional hour. During the webinar, 
chapter coordinators raised the challenges they 
have experienced in achieving their objectives, 
discussed future collaborations between chapters, 
exchanged information and discussed about event 
organization. 

The second webinar was for chapters in Europe, 
the Middle east, Africa and Australia, and was 

conducted on September 22, 2019. There were 23 
participants in total. The time difference between 
the countries of participants was significant. The 
panelists from the United States joined the webinar 
at 7:00am local time whilst the participants from 
Australia joined at 10:00pm. The content of this 
second webinar was similar to the first, except that 
the presentation and discussion were conducted 
in Amharic. The questions and discussion points 
raised by the participants were very interesting and 
the webinar continued for more than the scheduled 
1 hour period. During the discussion,  chapters in 
Middle East  countries stated the importance of 
working with the Ethiopian Embassies to achieve 
legal grounding and able to do their EDTF work. 

Most chapter coordinators from the UAE were not 
able to join the webinar as Sunday is a working day 
for the  country. The Global Chapter Support plans 
to conduct a webinar for chapters in middle east 
on either Friday or Saturday, with the date and time 
to be announced soon. 

The feedback received by the Chapter support team 
for the two webinars is encouraging. Participants 
sent their gratitude and expressed the energizing 
effect they got from the webinar. We are planning 
to have more frequent webinars to encourage the 
exchange of ideas between chapters and increase  
donations to achieve EDTF’S goal.

“September 21, I received the Bikila Professional 
Excellence Award at the Bikila Award Celebration 
and Gala Dinner in Toronto, Canada.

I am humbled to be recognized in the same day 
with the late Prime Minister Akilu Habtewold; the 
living legend Colonel Semrete Medhanie; and my 
friends, Yetnebersh Nigussie, Dr. Ibrahim Yimer, 
and Tessema Bitew.

Dr. Mehret Debebe’s educational lecture, Mimi 
Alemayehou’s inspirational address, and Helen 
Mesfin’s masterful hosting made the evening 
memorable. I am ever thankful for all involved in 
the Bikila Award for this honor, especially Tessema 
and Behailu.

I am looking forward to seeing the bright futures 
of the academic excellence award winners: Bethel, 
Kidus, Solyana, and Angel”.

2019 Men Impact Change Honoree.
Honoring men advancing the legacy of 
change

Red Carpet, Gala, coming up, 
November 16th 2019 @ 03:30 pm

Mr. Elias Wondimu,
Founding Director of Tsehai Publishers 

Mr. Henok Tesfaye 
Founder of U street Parking Inc. 

Dr. Seifu 
Bekele

Mr. Robsan 
Itana

Mr. Dagne 
Assefa

Mr. Tibebu 
Senbetta

Mr. Robel 
Gibbe
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Make a Difference in The Lives of 
Ethiopians in Need
Ways to Help Ethiopians in Need by Supporting EDTF

GET ThE FACTS

GET INvoLvED

BECoME A DoNoR

BECoME A DoNoR

Visit the EDTF website to learn 
about the important work being 
done or follow EDTF on  social media 
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter or 
Instagram to make a difference in 
the lives of Ethiopians in need.

Inquire about EDTF projects to 
see the progress for yourself by 
reviewing key documents including 
the guideline for applicants and the 
project selection criteria. 

•	 Become a donor by making a one time or recurring financial donation online on the EDTF website.   $1 
dollar a day ($30 a month, $365 a year). Any amount you can donate will make a difference.  Every dollar 
counts!    

•	 Make recurring donations in the amount you can afford monthly, quarterly or annually.

•	 Contact EDTF by email donations@ethiopiatrustfund.org or call  (888) 829-0027 and NOT your credit 
card company or bank if you need to make changes to your donation or if you need to resolve issues.

•	 Inspire and encourage your family members and friends to make a donation online or help them make a 
donation by writing a check or depositing cash to the secure “Friends of EDTF Inc.” bank account:

Bank Name: CITIBANK, N.A. 
SWIFT Code: CITI US 33 
Account Title: Friends of EDTF Inc. 
Routing Number: 021000089 
Account Number: 006797948241 
Address:  725 Post Road, Scarsdale, New York 10583 

Register on the EDTF website to review your online donation history.

Donate what you can afford in support of EDTF when you get gifts from others during special occasions 
like your birthday, wedding, graduation, etc. 

•	 Become a volunteer to donate your time to one of the EDTF Global Volunteer Teams or local Chapters 
and encourage your family members and friends to become volunteers by completing the “Become a 
Volunteer” form on the EDTF website.

•	 Help expand the EDTF network of volunteers by working with other volunteers and spread the word and 
inspire others to become volunteers.

•	 Communicate the significant accomplishments, opportunities or challenges of volunteers to get the 
recognition they deserve or get the support the team needs from others.

•	 Translate EDTF communication messages or documents into other languages if you are multilingual. 

•	 Share your opinions and ideas to help EDTF better serve Ethiopians in need.

•	 Ask questions or give feedback to EDTF by using the “Contact Us” page on the EDTF website.

•	 Share the answers to your questions.  If no one has answered your question or if you are not satisfied with 
the answers, work with EDTF volunteers and other supporters to find the answers and share what you 
learn.

•	 Identify areas where you can contribute to make a difference as a, supporter, donor, volunteer or just as 
an Ethiopian or a friend of Ethiopia.

•	 Speak up about why you are a, supporter, donor or volunteer by using the Contact Us page on the EDTF 
website or its social media pages Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter or Instagram. “Follow”, “Like”, “Share” and 
“Comment” on EDTF postings and share posts with your networks.

•	 Contact EDTF or an EDTF Chapter coordinator to share your constructive thoughts or comments about 
why you are a supporter, donor or volunteer and offer your help to amplify the successes and actively 
participate to help make improvements where needed.

•	 Join an EDTF Chapter or  start an EDTF Chapter if there are no chapters near you and actively participate 
to support the Chapter.

•	 Thank and support EDTF volunteers for their efforts.  Learn about what the volunteers are doing and offer 
your help.

https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org
https://www.facebook.com/EthiopiaTrustFund/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ethiopiatrustfund/
https://twitter.com/EthioTrustFund
https://www.instagram.com/ethiopiatrustfund/
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/call-for-project-proposals/
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/donations/pledge/
donations%40ethiopiatrustfund.org
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/become-a-volunteer/
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/become-a-volunteer/
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/EthiopiaTrustFund/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ethiopiatrustfund/
https://twitter.com/EthioTrustFund
https://www.instagram.com/ethiopiatrustfund/
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/contact-us/
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/about-us/edtf-chapters/
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/about-us/edtf-chapters/
https://www.ethiopiatrustfund.org/open-a-chapter/
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Ananya describes his EDTF 
volunteering experience as 
being gratifying and fulfilling.

Tigist finds being of service to 
others and volunteering very 
rewarding, and EDTF has given 
her the opportunity to do exactly 
that. She is “very proud to be 
part of this community of doers 
that are working tirelessly to 
contribute to this grand vision 
of alleviating the problems our 
country faces.” 

Wudasse describes her 
volunteering experience as 
rewarding and amazing to be 
able to support a one of a kind 
mission with other dedicated 
individuals.

Jomo is one of the very first 
EDTF volunteers.  He joined 
EDTF as a designer to help 
the communication team. He 
believes in the EDTF mission 
of “Working together to build a 
better ETHIOPIA” and loves the 
positive comradery the platform 
has created for Ethiopians to 
actually work together to solve 
some of our stark poverty 
related problems. 
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  Yuliya feels fortunate to 
collaborate with and learn from 
professionals across the globe 
who are driven solely by the 
social imperative. She enjoys 
working with passionate and 
motivated people to address 
development roadblocks 
through the EDTF. 

Solomon describes his EDTF 
volunteer experience as 
addictive, a great opportunity 
to help a great cause and is 
grateful for the opportunity 

Yeshi’s volunteer experience 
in her words “Volunteering for 
EDTF gave me the opportunity 
to work and interact with the 
most talented and dedicated 
team members” 

Fisseha Gebresilase is Atlanta 
Chapter Coordinator and Lead 
EDTF Atlanta Event Volunteer. 
Fisseha believes “EDTF is the 
glue and our hope to bring the 
global Ethiopian Diaspora from 
all walks of life together. When 
divisiveness emerges, holding 
tight to what keeps us together 
becomes crucial. Because 
it is hope which keeps our 
togetherness alive.” 
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Ghenno’s EDTF volunteer 
experience started by providing 
input and content development 
for the EDTF website. Currently, 
he works in recruiting and on-
boarding volunteers to join the 
various EDTF Teams. 

Nuria’s volunteer experience in 
her words “my experience has-
been amazing, I have gained 
so much knowledge and also 
it gave me the affirmation for 
being proud of my Ethiopian 
heritage.” 

Poem
By Professor Alemayehu Gebremariam

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=gqr-MgZ6jXE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vUJreI5SpI 

Short Drama
By Volunteers
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Media
Member of Advisory Council, Mr. Robsan Itana

Executive Director, Mr. Fikre Zewdie

#EDTF was eloquently presented by one of Advisory Councils of EDTF, Mr. Robsan Itana on MO’AA TV. Mr. 
Itana passionately expressed the importance of the Trust Fund. He said that EDTF was established to finance 
projects that meet critical needs selected based on their potential to make the highest positive impact on 
groups and communities in Ethiopia in such areas as health, education, clean water and other. Please follow 
the link to watch full interview 

Read here

The goal of the Chapter is to 
create unity and work together 
to prosper Ethiopia. The Chapter 
was established in January 
2019 and has 3 members so 
far. For more information follow 
Habesha@Carolina and Triangle 
on Facebook. 

 The Chapter’s motto is to 
come together and stand by 
our people. The chapter was 
established in December 2018 
and has 12 members so far.  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=6EQu4zrPXXI&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.ethiopianreporter.com/index.php/article/17010
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Atlanta Chapter is established 
in January 2019. The Chapter’s 
mission is “to build a well 
organized, structured and 
responsive EDTF in America with 
increased public engagement.” 
You can reach out to Fisseha at 
fisseha.gebres@gmail.com for 
any information on the Chapter. 

Established in February 2019, 
it has the goals of ፩ ፍራንክ በቀን 

ለወገን እኛ ፣ በኛ ፣ ለኛ. The Chapter 
will be hosting a fundraiser in 
October. For more information, 
visit their Facebook page @
edtfgc or contact Kitaw via 
ykitaw@gmail.com 

 For more information on the 
chapter, contact Fassil at 
fassila55@gmail.com  

This Chapter’s moto is “a 
dollar a day for our people”. 
The chapter was established 
in January 2019 and has 18 
members so far. To learn more, 
follow ‘EDTF DMV Chapter’ on 
Facebook. Contact: Birhanie 
Geleto, bbeka7714@gmail.com



E D T F  E - N E w s l E T T E r 1 7 1 8v o l u m e  I ,  I s s u e  I I I

Picture Gallery
EDTF’s presence at the Ethiopian Sport and Cultural 
Festival In Europe 2019 (ESCFE), Zurich from 31st July to 
3rd August.
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EDTF Chicagoland Chapter Event Gratitude
The EDTF Chicagoland Chapter held its second 
event Saturday August 24, 2019 at the WildHare 
Restaurant andbEntertainment venue. The purpose 
of the event was to raise awareness of EDTF, its 
purpose, objectives and  accomplishments as 
well as introducing the Chicagoland chapter to the 
Ethiopian community around the Chicagoland area. 
Two of the EDTF Advisory Council representatives 
Ato Robsan Itana, Ato Tashita Tufaa and about 
130 Ethiopians from the community attended the 
event. The event was sponsored by the Ethiopian 
Airlines, The WILD HARE and Eugenia’a Flowers 
and Gifts Shop.

The event started with dinner and live music by 
musician and vocalist Dawit Senbetta. After dinner 
the event’s main purpose of reintroducing the 
EDTF and the Chicagoland chapter was presented. 

The presentation covered the EDTF organizational 
structure, as mentioned above its purpose and 
objectives, funding priorities and beneficiaries. The 
call for proposals, the and timetable from proposals 
review to signing project   implementation contracts 
were presented to the audience. The audience 
were encouraged to take part in supporting EDTF 
by becoming monthly donors and also by becoming 
a  volunteering to support the effort. This was 
followed by the introduction of the Chicagoland 
chapter, the chapter’s purpose and objectives of 
mobilizing and organizing the Ethiopian community 

at a local level and its active volunteers. The last 
segment of the presentation was the opportunity 
for the audience to ask questions and or comment. 
There were several questions around the 
qualification of submitting project proposals. Ato 
Robsan and Ato Tashita  provided explanations. 
The other questions were around transparency of 
the organization structure and if the next members 
of the Advisory Council members will be elected or 
appointed. Ato Robsan and Tashita indicated that 
they will take this to the leadership and provide 
updates. The event was concluded after the raffle 
drawing provided by the sponsors of the event. A 
round trip ticket and an Ethiopian Airlines model 
plane was sponsored by the Ethiopian airlines. The 
second prize was Dawit’s latest CD, offered by the 
Artist himself. The third prize was two beautiful 
flower arrangements from Eugenia’a Flowers and 
Gifts Shop. The WILD HARE provided the venue to 
the event.

From left to right: Dresslingne Deneke, Mahelet Senbetta, Rahel Belihu, Ephrem Kifle, 
Ghenno Senbetta, Zelalem Gebre, Robsan Itana (AC), Taseta Edris, Miemen Kidanu, 
Almaz Seyoume, Tashita Tufaa, Tibebu Senbetta

Active Chicagoland Chapter members & Advisory Council (AC) representatives

Artist Dawit Senbetta

Eugenia’a Flowers and 
Gifts Shop 

Ethiopian Airlines

The Wild HAre

Ruphael Woldemariam



E D T F  E - N E w s l E T T E r 2 1 2 2v o l u m e  I ,  I s s u e  I I I

The journey to the next 
milestone has just began

Do your part by donating today!

We began collecting donations for EDTF on October 22, 2018.

To date, in less than year time, we have collected more than 
USD$5,074,000 from 25,605 donors living in 77 countries supported 

by 44 chapters.

We are currently reviewing some 300 proposals for project funding. We 
hope to get projects started in the next few weeks.

Every dollar you give goes to support projects. No donations are used 
for administration, operations or any other purpose unrelated to 

project implementation.

COULD YOU HELP US REACH $10 MILLION?

For further information, please contact:

Mrs. Hanna Atnafu Makonnen
Communication Specialist, 

Ethiopian Diaspora Trust Fund Secretariat

hanna.a@ethiopiatrustfund.org
+2519 (0) 55 33 29 33

Facebook

LinkedIn

Twitter

Instagram

YouTube

www.ethiopiatrustfund.org 

The primary objective of the EDTF 
is to finance people-focused social 
and economic development projects. 
The Fund aims to finance projects 
that meet critical needs selected 
based on their   potential to make 
the highest positive impact on 
groups and communities in Ethiopia 
in such areas as health, education, 
water and sanitation  facilities, 
habilitation and rehabilitation of 
persons with disability, agricultural 
development, technology, small 
scale entrepreneurship and other 
income and employment generating 
projects. The EDTF will give priority 
attention to projects focusing on 
youth, women, small holder farmers, 
small enterprises and entrepreneurs, 
who can be agents of inclusive social 
and  economic development. 

About EDTF

hanna.a%40ethiopiatrustfund.org
https://www.facebook.com/EthiopiaTrustFund/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ethiopiatrustfund/
https://twitter.com/EthioTrustFund
https://www.instagram.com/ethiopiatrustfund/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaBYfjq-tLcNbmTT44KLS9Q

